In a review of the first volume of this work published in our Tenth Number, we expressed an opinion on the whole favorable to its merits.
We acknowledged the ingenuity of the writer, and the extensive information, derived both from reading and experience, which he brought to bear on the subjects of which he treated. At Dr. Williams's view of the pathology of the affection seems to be fairly deducible from an attentive consideration of its phenomena.
"The theory of this disease is, that a poison, whatever be its intimate nature, is absorbed and carried into the circulating torrent, and after a short period of latency, usually occasions only a diffuse inflammation of the wounded part, without any serious affection of the constitution. In other cases, however, in addition to the diffuse inflammation of the part or limb, a severe form of fever is added with extreme prostration, coated tongue, and disturbed alimentary functions, and as the disease proceeds, abscesses are often formed in various parts of the body, remote from the original wound ; usually beneath the great pectoral muscle, although not in the course of the absorbents leading from the hand to the subclavian vein. The poison therefore acts locally on the punctured limb, on the cellular tissue generally, and also on the great nervous centres, producing the phenomena of fever. The local phenomena, when the poison is of sufficient intensity to produce disease of any moment, are inflammation of the punctured part, involving not only the hand, but also the arm, and oftentimes extending as far as the axilla. A more intense form of the disease, however, is when the inflammation of the punctured part is slight; but severe inflammation commences in the axilla, extending over the neck and down the side, and sometimes attacking remote and even opposite parts of the body. This inflammation may terminate bv effusion of serum, by suppuration, or by gangrene." (pp. 
